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Part 3: TAXONOMIC PROPOSAL
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Abstract

	Here we rename the species Coconut foliar decay virus, genus Cofodevirus, family Metaxyviridae to Cofodevirus kokonas in order to comply with binomial species format




Text of proposal
	
	
In March 2021, the ICTV ratified TaxoProp 2018.001G.R.binomial_species, which requires all species names to follow a new codified rule: 

"A species name shall consist of only two distinct word components separated by a space. The first word component shall begin with a capital letter and be identical in spelling to the name of the genus to which the species belongs. The second word component shall not contain any suffixes specific for taxa of higher ranks. The entire species name (both word components) shall be italicized."

In order to comply with the mandated binomial species naming format [1], we have renamed the sole current species in the family Metaxyviridae using binomial nomenclature. 

The epithet kokonas is the name of coconut in Bislama, the language spoken in Vanuatu, the sole geographic location where the virus is found.

See Table 1 and accompanying Excel module. 






Supporting evidence
Table 1
	Proposed binomial species name
	Current species name
	Exemplar accession #
	Epithet notes

	Cofodevirus kokonas
	Coconut foliar decay virus
	DNA-S.1: MF926436; DNA-S.2: MF926439; DNA-gamma: MF926441; DNA-R: MF926434

	The epithet kokonas is the name of coconut in Bislama, the language spoken in Vanuatu, the sole geographic location where the virus is found
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